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intellectual struggle. In India the Brahmo Somaj incorporates many elements 
of Christianity in its system though now it has greatly degenerated. The 
chief school of anti-christian thought is the Arya Somaj a revival of Aryanism, 
a proud assertion of the primitive faith of the Aryans. This sect in rise and 
prevalence (a) shows how Christianity has made gross heathenism untenable, 
(^) testifies to a primitive monotheism. Heathenism, in its highest form, with 
a national or racial spirit of pride, presents itself as the Gospel's chief antagon- 
ist. Another school of thinkers, known as Theosophists, etc., deriving from 
India, holding the mystical mongrel views drawn from Hindu philosophy, 
needs investigation. 

This is an informing and well-reasoned article. The study of Comparative Religion is 
shown to be not only of theoretical importance but of practical value in the advancement 
of Christian missions in the Orient. 



The Humour of our Lord.* That such a title may shock some readers is 
not inconceivable. Consider some preliminary observations : {a) God and not 
the Evil One made humour, {b) the absence of humour in a recognized great 
man is held to be a defect, Jesus was too profoundly human and too intellect- 
ually great not to have possessed it, (c) some of the most saintly of the Lord's 
servants have been distinguished for humour, — from Jerome to John Knox. 

(i) A special example of our Lord's humour is found in Matthew ii : 16-19 ; 
Luke 7 : 31-35. How delicious is the take-off on the Rabbis and synagogue 
dignitaries in likening them to little children of the street, engaged in games 
of mimicry. In all this scene there was undisguised contempt and derision, 
yet it was sheathed in this humorous representation. Whatever be the exegesis 
of this difficult passage, one thing is clear, that jets of humour dart here and there 
over the Master's words. (2) Luke 13 : 32, the message to Herod likening that 
ruler to a " fox" or " jackal" was humorously contemptuous of Herod's dignity. 
(3) The rebuke of Simon's under-breeding, Luke 7 : 44-46, in which Jesus con- 
trasted his behaviour with that of the " woman," must have had, with all its 
tremendous sarcasm and force of truth, its ludicrous side, flooring the dignity 
of the " Pharisee " in his own house before his guests. (4) The Sermon on the 
Mount is full of these touches of humorous contrast, lighting up the life and 
professions of the Pharisees, e. g., "pure in heart," if the salt have lost its 
savor, etc., the picture of the religionist sounding the trumpet, the disfigured 
and dirty faces of the made-up actors of fasting, the likeness of the egg and 
the scorpion. (5) Other examples are the comparison of the man and the 
sheep, the Corban illustration, the greater damnation of long prayers, cleansing 
the outside of the cup, the representation of Pharisaism by the old wine skins, 
by the elder brother who says " I serve thee," — what winsome humour in all 
this ! In Luke 18:5, the touch in the parable of the unjust judge where he 
fears lest the widow by her coming "weary" or "bruise" him (" strike him 
under the eye " is the literal meaning), as though he feared from her personal 
violence, is a remarkable example. 

A most charming chapter of incidents and arguments going to show that our Lord was 
possessed of a keen sense of humour and used it too with great effect. Why not ? '' Man 
of sorrows " was the Old Testament conception, but that does not at all mean " sorrowful 
man." Because we are told once that he " wept," shall we say that he never laughed ? We 
may be sure that smiles clad that countenance more often than tears furrowed it. Mr. 
Grosart has done good service in calling our attention to the graceful pleasantry in which 
Christ clothed many of his keenest darts— as weighty as it was graceful. 

*By Rev. A. B. Grosart, D. D., in the Expository Times, Nov., 1890, pp. 36-39, Feb., 1891, 
pp. 107-109. 



